Usher's syndrome.
Usher's syndrome is an autosomal recessive condition of congenital sensorineural hearing loss and retinitis pigmentosa. Other abnormalities are present but inconsistently, suggesting the genetic concepts of pleiotropy and heterogeneity. Accordingly, several classifications have been suggested. Clinical findings involve the visual, auditory and vestibular systems. The identification of the carrier state would allow for more timely and accurate genetic counselling. A screening program for Usher's syndrome appears feasible. This would allow affected, deaf individuals to prepare themselves for the expected visual loss giving them a better chance for a productive, fulfilling life.